SUNSHINE WELCOMES THE NEW SEASON    	1st   Xl  206   for   4,   Harvel  200  for  4 

	With four successful pre-league games behind them the 1st Xl welcomed newly promoted Harvel to Hayes for the first game of the league season in perfect conditions as the sun blazed down on the large shirt- sleeved crowd 
	Batting first the 1’s lost an early wicket when Josh Lawrence got a fine edge to be caught behind but after that it was business as usual as  Velson Devarajulu (52) and Matt Golding (85) shared in a second wicket partnership of 83 in less than 20 overs before Velson lobbed a gentle catch to square leg. Velson was our most consistent player last season but has the habit of doing all of the hard work before a rare lapse of concentration deprives him of getting the really big score he deserves 
	His dismissal brought the returning Matt Abbett, after a year’s sojourn at HSBC – welcome back Matt –  to the crease and he and his namesake enjoyed a partnership of 30 before ‘Mabbs’, attempting to hit the ball into the tennis courts, miss-cued and was caught on the long-on boundary, to the relief of both the visitors and the tennis players, who were beginning to fear for their lives 
	But MG was still there – a superb vehicle if ever I’ve see one -  and there were only seven balls of the innings left when he was trapped lbw for 85 with the score on 193. He hit seven 4’s but, and surprisingly, no 6’s in an innings that lasted 132 balls. And  I must say here how pleasing it is  to report that the 1st Xl have recruited a new scorer,  who is 25, blonde,  and with an enormous pair of……. ear-rings  and who sees the value of recording such an important statistic, unlike her somewhat stayed predecessor.
	“Fabian Cowdrey counts the number of balls he receives, so why can’t you”, he tersely observed  after we had played Minster last year 
	Syd Sherlock, who had shared in a fourth wicket partnership with Matt of 67 and remained 36 not out at the end, and Louis Pryor then managed to push the score above 200. 
	Having been 126 for 3 in the 31st over this may have been a little disappointing, but credit to the Harvel bowlers who, despite only taking four wickets, bowled tightly in the latter stages of the innings, E. Campbelton being particularly frugal to finish with 1 for 27 from his 10 overs 
	Refreshed by a splendid tea – provided by the ever splendid Denise and Jill – the bowlers  soon took the initiative  to reduce Harvel to 65 for 3 shortly after the first of three drink intervals 
	However, a partnership of 78 between J. Mitchell (67) and A. Patterson (66 n.o) put them in the ascendancy until ‘Mitch’ bowled his name-sake with an unplayable ball, and with less than12 overs remaining the game was very much on an even keel, although Patterson was still there so it was very much a question of  whether or not he could get the support he needed but, and despite them not losing another wicket, Harvel fell six runs short of the OW total 
	It was not a day for the bowlers – eight wickets fell for 406 runs and in 100 overs – so Elliot Bettridge can feel satisfied with his 2 for 26, the best bowling performance of the day 
MOM: Matt Golding – our player of 2019 made a good marker to retain his trophy
(Velson) Devarajulu Lawrence.J Golding Abbett.M (Syd)Sherlock Pryor Mitchell Rodda.J September Bettridge Ellicott-White 

REASONS TO BE CHEERFUL DESPITE DEFEAT    2nd  Xl  221 for  8. Minster 225  for  8 

	The 2nd Xl started their league season on the Isle of Sheppey – your reporter once had a holiday there and was somewhat disconcerted when the bungalow he was renting was visited by the police who informed him that there was an unexploded bomb in front of it – to visit Minster 
	Led by skipper Doug Forbes – who once took eight wickets, or was it seven, for the 1st Xl  here a few seasons ago – they arrived with an experienced side hoping to start the season in a winning way as they again set out to gain the promotion that has eluded them for the last few years; would 2020 be their year?  
	Our innings started poorly and, at 37 for 3, some rebuilding needed to be done and, slowly but surely, Siva Sivaranjan (19) and Andrew Pomering (41) took the score to 81 before the former lost his middle stump and when Andrew was caught at slip, the score was 119 for 5 with only 18.4 overs remaining. Would the tail wag? 
	Indeed, it would, Kevin Carruthers (12) and, in particular, Andrew Steel (34) and David Pilgrim (33 n.o) doing the side proud with the skipper himself hitting 10 not out at the end to complete a fine recovery to finish on a respectable 221 for 8 and something for the bowlers to defend 
	For Minster Adif Mohmand, 3 for 45, Oliver King, 2 for 33 and Martin Hammond, 2 for 38, were the stars with the ball, with the delivery that bowled Siva being a particular highlight, one which would have accounted for a better player than our number 3 – and let’s face it, there are many batsmen better than Siva! 
	Guy Hannah then took a wicket with the first ball of Minster’s innings, Andrew Steel made it 9 for 2 nine balls later and although the hosts rushed to 47 by the seventh over,  Guy and Andrew’s respective second wickets saw them floundering on 50 for 4, whilst ‘Drew’s third made it 82 for 5	It was now Minster’s turn to rebuild and they did so admirably as Kevin Cunningham Jnr (54) and Neil Hosken (41) put on 77 before David Pilgrim had the latter caught behind and the skipper the former caught at first slip to see them 186 for 7,  and when Doug made it 188 for 8 three balls later,  victory seemed within our grasp 
	However Mike Rees (38 n.o) and Abdil Mohmand (13 n.o) remained resolute to see them home. Andrew finished with 3 for 52 and Guy 2 for 51, and had they managed to break that sixth wicket stand, then the result would undoubtedly have been different  
	A frustrating afternoon for the 2nd Xl but one which had many positives, including the mature batting of Andrew Pomering, the all-round performance of Andrew Steel and his and fellow opener Guy Hannah’s  ability to disturb the top order of a batting line-up being the particular reasons to be cheerful 
MOM: Andrew Steel – major contributions with both bat and ball 
Steel.C Seston (Dan)  Sivaranjan (Siva) Morley.N  Pomering.A Dandeniya Carruthers.K Steel (Andrew) Pilgrim Forbes.D Hannah 

MAGNIFICENT VICTORY FOR 3RDS     3rd  Xl   160,  Roebucks   143  

	The 3rd Xl struggled somewhat last season, having been promoted in 2018, and the arrival of a strong Roebucks side for their first game of 2020 was probably not their idea of the ideal opener, and when the visitors struck two early wickets skipper Josh Holland, who had seen both dismissals from the other end, stroked his substantial beard ruefully as he watched Dave Dukes approach the wicket 
	But he need not have worried for Dave is a player transformed. He soon got off the mark and his tentative approach of the past, when he had steadfastly ignored the importance of moving his feet,  had gone to be replaced by a majestic innings which reminded me of Dennis Compton at his best. Had he been at Winter nets every week benefiting from the coaching of Jon Rodd, I wondered?   (That’s a question that borders on being rhetorical and is a thought which is virtually a tautology) 
	Inspired by his partner Josh started to relax and the runs flowed freely as they put on 72 for the third wicket before Josh was caught for 40 with the total on 85. Jon Carpenter then joined Dave but fell victim to ‘Nelson’ and two runs later Dave was controversially caught for 44 
“I didn’t touch it”, he explained and immediately called for VAR before realising that was a different game.
	Nathan Carpenter (19 n.o) and Joe Jukes (12 n.o) then worked hard to see the score finish on 160 for 7 from the allotted 40 overs, a neat four runs per over, with the Roebuck’s opening bowler,  Ozan Saridogan, who had inflicted the early damage, finishing with 3 for 27 
	It was now the turn of the 3rd Xl to enjoy the OW’s incomparable teas and, having done so, opening bowlers Joe Jukes and Tom Sullivan, ably assisted by Matt Carruthers and Nathan Carpenter, quickly reduced Roebucks to 33 for 5. 
	The visitors then rallied, thanks to Liam McDonagh (25) and James May (32) but just as they thought they had weathered the storm,  Roger Nichols joined the party to have McDonagh caught by the skipper and, not to be outdone, Joe returned to take two quick wickets, including that of the stubborn May to make it 108 for 8 
	Benjamin Hudson (20) and Tommy Thurston (20 n.o) then threatened to get the runs required but when ‘Sully’ returned he soon had Hudson magnificently caught behind by Jeff Mascarenhas, diving full length to……. the bar, and when Roger Nichols took the last wicket Thurston was left stranded with his side 18 runs short of the total  required 
	Joe finished with 3 for 22, ‘Sully’ 2 for 28, Matt 2 for 36 and Roger 2 for 35 in a game that had seen our batsmen fight back and then our bowlers show no mercy from the very start 
MOM: Joe Jukes –for his three wickets and invaluable and important innings 
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